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at once. In either case a firm and united attitude was
our only chance of averting war," As Sazonov and
Paleologue both continued to press Buchanan for a declara-
tion of complete solidarity, he said he would telegraph a
full report to Sir Edward Grey. He even went so far as
to express his personal opinion that Grey, "might be pre-
pared to represent strongly at Vienna and Berlin the danger
to European peace of an Austrian attack on Serbia, . . „
and that if war became general it would be difficult for
England to remain neutral" Sazonov remarked that if
war did break out, England would be sooner or later dragged
into it, and if she did not make common cause with France
and Russia she would have rendered war more likely, and
would not have played a "beau role." Buchanan concluded
from Paleologue's language that "it almost looked as if
France and Russia were determined to make a strong stand
even if we declined to join them."43
Sazonov, disappointed at being unable to secure Eng-
land's immediate declaration of Entente solidarity which
he had hoped might give pause to Austria, still avoided
seeing the German Ambassador. He was not yet ready to
indicate to him what Russia's policy would be. Moreover,
he wished first to consult his ministerial colleagues. Ac-
cordingly, on leaving the luncheon conference at the French
43 Buchanan to Grey, July 24, 5:40 P.M.; B.D., 101; cf. also Sir
•George Buchanan My Mission to Russia (2 vols., London, 1923), 1,189 fL;
and Paleologue, I, 23 f., where it is clear that the French Ambassador
was exerting all his influence to make Sazonov stand firm, even if it led
to war, and where a very different impression is given from that in his
telegram of July 24 as published in F.Y.B., 31; one suspects that here also
the editor of the French Yellow Book has used the blue pencil very
generously. In the original serial form in which Paleologue published
this part of his memoirs (Rev. des Deux Mondes, Jan. 15, 1921, p. 248),
he represents Buchanan as saying regretfully at this luncheon meeting,
"Ah! if only the Conservative Party [in England] were in power now,
I am sure that they would understand what the national interest now
so clearly imposes on us;" but he discreetly omitted this and several
other passages when he published his memoirs in book form. Buchanan
(I, 210) takes exception to some of Paleologue's statements.

